Dear MWother and §ather,

3 wdte this with my own hand, although there ane sewants hene whose seupt is far
moie beautiful. J wanded to reasswie you that J am comifortable here. tHow could
J be othenvise? When J mentioned in passing that J had stept wuwell, that night &
mation came to iy chambe'r and lay down st so that the sheets might be wavn
and simell off & mothen s compont. T hene are sowants to massage my avns and back
shouldl they become sohe, sewants to wash my feet when they ahe wawn, to style my
haty in any fashion, should J desine it. There ahe sewants whose sole puipose is to
be avadlable o' entertaining convensation. JIn the most dischete fashion possible, that
bed-wamiing mation let it be tnown that she could sit by my side, strwte iy head

and speate pleasingly of tuifles until J drifted off.

@é&/m/ﬁw (5 unimaginably beauntiful, and carviies its grace lite a shateen fist. J
find myself in the Hall of Statues when my time is iy own. Jt is immense. J have
wandphed there Jor howss and seen only a fraction off what s there, the cheam of
The Einpine s artistic plundering imided with the flattening stone potaits of
countiens long fjorgotien. Jt is the same with the fountains, with the paintings, with
the gardens. (he palace is a ey of opulence budlt around one woman. Cing
conceivable lwawy is available, that she might have the option. When she chooses not
lo oxercise these options, we are het in lne.

Y ou may auestion why your lovety davghiten left PPatiarr for a life of total obedience,
even unto the sharing of chewed food. There are some hene who are fanatics -
willing and even eager to martyn themselves for The Einpress. Othens sewe out of
plilde, happy to bnow that sewants quatke when they pass and witl spung to hono’
thein lightest whim. But forn me... J had to trow. The Einpess is as good a wder
a5 any other, and J have long prided myself on my still with the sword. But at the
tottom of it, J had gained intelings of what the Cumson Guard was deing withy
theiv enchantinent and J just had to learn the tudly of it myself.

3 wish you would come and visit me, o even stay here - one of my fellow Guards has

thinty membens off his oxtended family living in the palace on lis stipend. But
J undenstand if you do not.  Please wiite me, even if you cannot bea to look on
what J have become.

Your toving dawgheen,
Cria



